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A n d r e w  R o b b  o n  t h e  “ V i r t u a l  H u m a n ”  

One of the ways medical schools teach patient-doctor communication skills is through interac-
tion with standardized patients: actors trained to represent a medical condition.  

Unfortunately, standardized 
patients face several con-
straints.  The variety of the 
scenarios they can represent 
is limited by availability and 
the time and money needed 
to train them. It is also diffi-
cult to ensure that standard-
ized patients interact with all 
students consistently.  Enter 
the virtual human! 

Virtual humans can teach 
medical students how to diag-
nose rare diseases, help rec-
ognize and overcome lan-
guage barriers and racial bias-
es, and safely train people to better handle conflict in the workplace.  

The University of Florida’s Virtual Experiences Research Group (VERG) studies how virtual people 
can make real people better people. Virtual humans can be used to  prepare medical students 

and practitioners for the challenges they face during real 
patient interactions.  

About the Speaker 

Andrew is a PhD candidate studying Computer Engineer-

ing at the University of Florida and a member of the Vir-

tual Experiences Research Group (VERG).   His research 

specifically focuses on how virtual humans can be used 

for team training, and on whether people behave the 

same while working with both virtual humans and real humans.  Team training is of great im-

portance in many fields, including medicine and aviation, and virtual humans can increase op-

portunities for team training by serving as drop-in replacements for missing teammates. 

 

2015 Elections 

Here is a listing of your 2015 Chapter 297 Board 
members.   

We have had a welcome influx of fresh new per-
spectives and are looking forward to a great 2015! 

Meeting  

Information 

Date 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Location 

Meeting room near Albert’s in 

the UF Hilton, 1714 SW 34th 

Street, Gainesville, FL  

Times (all PM) 

 

Registration:  5:10  - 5:45  
Dinner:  5:45 - 6:45  
Presentation:  7:00 - 7:45  
 

Cost 

Presentations are no charge 

for Chapter members; $5 for 

guests (cash or checks only 

please). 

RSVP 

Reservations help us obtain a 

meeting area with adequate 

seating and staffing.  To RSVP, 

please send an email to: 

  reserve@aitp-ncfl.org 

About AITP 

Find more information about 

AITP at the National Web site, 

aitp.org 

Or learn more about your 

local chapter, now in its 44th 

year, at the Chapter Web site, 

aitp-ncfl.org 
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